
SIGHT, 
SOUND AND 
SILENCE: STILL LENT

Devotion for Wednesday, 
March 27, 2019

Faith: A Journey, Not a Destination
By Jim Martin

My faith is ever evolving.  Sometimes stronger, at times weaker. The weaker moments
are always my bad.

Subtle changes occur which almost go unnoticed. Other expressions of faith hit so hard
it is difficult to understand why this had not been noticed before. Understanding all
this is definitely well beyond my pay grade.

Two men come to mind when I consider faith.

My Dad was a man of strong, quiet faith. I will always remember the midnight call I
received from the pastor of the little church in my hometown. The pastor had called
to tell me that Dad had suffered a heart attack. I drove for hours, alone, praying that
I would arrive in time. I was able to enjoy a few hours of quality time with Dad before
another attack took his life.

My second “Dad” was a man of giant faith. I was at his bedside as his faith allowed
him to accept his physical condition quietly and with dignity.

Times come and go when I question my faith, as when four of my friends and co-
workers were killed in a private plane crash. Or when a young person with a
promising future is taken away by a hideous and unrelenting disease. I want to ask,
“Why, Lord?” Faith eventually leads me to the conviction that God remains in control.

My faith is renewed by the hour of worship at Lakeside and the discussions in our
Sunday School class each week. 

Faith is the journey which leads to our desired destination, Heaven. 



Hebrews 11:1-3
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible. 

Prayer:
God of the blessed we praise you, 
for mercy shown, grace given, 
living water, Spirit’s power. 
We ask you for daily strength, 
hope for tomorrow, 
your word to guide, 
strong feet to follow.
 
God of the oppressed 
we bring to you the broken ones, 
forgotten ones, exploited and abused ones. 
Bring freedom and release, 
love and compassion to damaged hearts and souls.

God of the distressed, 
we bring to you the grieving ones, 
hurting ones, suffering and wounded ones. 
Bring wholeness and healing, 
comfort and relief, 
to broken bodies and minds.

God of the dispossessed 
we bring to you the lonely ones, 
the homeless ones, 
thirsty, tired and penniless ones. 
Bring hope and sustenance,
physical and spiritual food, 
to hungry bodies and souls.

God of compassion, hear our prayer.  
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